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· I can safely set up the proper equipment used when playing the bass guitar.
· I can understand how to read TAB
· I can play the correct notes from the notation
· I can play the correct rhythm from the notation
· I can play along with a backing track or accompaniment
· I have gained confidence as a performer
· I have performed for my class in a solo or group situation
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There are four strings on the average bass guitar: 

G_____________________     (the highest pitched string-closest to your knee)
D_____________________
A_____________________
E_____________________     (the lowest pitched string-closest to your chin)

It is important to learn the names of each string before anything else. To help you remember the strings you can use the rhyme:

              Good    Dogs    Always   Eat

 Learning the open notes of each string not only makes learning the notes on each fret easier, it also makes it easier to figure out a note if you forget it. 
The notes on the neck of the bass guitar are found using Tablature, or TAB for short.
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1. The Body.
2. The Head Stock.
3. The Neck.

We have added a few brief descriptions to help you understand your instrument’s construction.

Machine Heads

The machine heads can be
tightened and loosened to tune
the guitar strings. Tightening
them sharpens the sound and ©

loosening flattens the sound.

HEAD STOCK

Frets

Each fret creates a different
note. The nearer the fret to the
body, the higher the sound.

——

Nut
NECK Separates and gives height to the
strings at the top of the fretboard. g

pone. Urknown Zone G
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Pick-ups
Volume and Tone controls
You control the volume of your
bass on a scale of 1 to 10, 10 being
loudest.

The pick ups, ‘pick up’ the
sound of the strings and act
like a microphone sending the
sound down the cable from the

The tone is controlled in the same
way with 10 being the brightest.

jack input to an amplifier.

Bridge
The strings are connected from  BODY Jack input

the bridge of the bass to the This is where you plug one end of
machine heads. You can adjust your guitar lead into. The sound
the height of the bridge to make comes through here into the cable

the strings lower or higher on
the bass neck, according to
how you want the bass to sound

from the pick ups and with the
other end of your cable connected

1o your amplifier, you now have

and feel to play. sound.

Unknawn Zone
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The four lines of TAB represent the four strings of the bass guitar. If a number appears  on a line (string), this tells you the fret to hold down, eg: 

0 = open string (the string is played without holding it down in a fret)                                                                       
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To pluck the strings of the bass guitar, you should use your 1st and 2nd fingers on your
right hand one after the other, almost like they are walking!                                 1   2



In this exercise, you are making use of the 3rd fret on the ‘A’ string of the bass guitar. This is how it would look on TAB.



 G

                                          D



           A


                  E
By holding a string down in a fret, you are changing the PITCH of the string. When you press down the A string in the 3rd fret, you are making the note a C!!

 Remember, you must hold your finger down as hard as you can on the string so the note is clear.                                


This exercise only uses the 2 LOWEST PITCHED strings – E and A.

However, you have to work your way up to the fourth fret.







In this next section, we are going to look at some famous bass riffs. Before we do that we must know what a Riff actually is.

A riff is a short repeated phrase, repeatedly played over changing chords or used as a background to a solo improvisation.










